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that the commission having given a decision without the complete facts, 
was overruled by the courts. By this means it was sought to undermine 
the public 6onfidence in the commissions. The LaFollette bill copies 
the admirable features of the Wisconsin law in this respect, by providing 
that if additional evidence is presented to the court, the court shall stay 
further proceedings for fifteen days, and in the meantime lay the new 
evidence before the commission. If the commission determines upon 
this new evidence to amend its order, or to stand by the original decision, 
the court renders judgment upon the amended or original order of the 
commission. This provision results in placing all the evidence before the 
commission in the first instance. 

Two other features of the bill require special mention, namely, those 
relating to the issue of stock and bonds and to depreciation. Probably the 
worst evil existing in public service corporations is found in the issuing of 
securities. The evil cannot be remedied as to past transaction without 
injury to innocent investors but it can and should be regulated as to 
future issues. Senator LaFollette's bill has admirable features in this 
respect. It prohibits absolutely any stock, bond or scrip dividends to 
stockholders. It prohibits issues of stocks or bonds at less than par and 
in any reorganization or consolidation it prohibits a higher capitaliza- 
tion than that of the original companies. The permission of the commis- 
sion is required for all issues and before the permission is granted all the 
facts of the issue must be presented. Under the provision of the bill 
it is difficult to see how any water could get into the stock of the public 
service corporations of the District of Columbia. 

The matter of depreciation is of special importance. It has too fre- 
quently happened that manipulators have secured public utilities; run 
them for a few years without providing for depreciation; and finally 
unloaded them upon the municipality or the public in a poor or perhaps 
worthless condition. This has been a frequent cause of the failure of 
municipal ownership. The commission under this bill is given power to 
require every public utility to carry a proper and adequate depreciation 
fund if it can be reasonably required. The rate of depreciation of the 
different classes of property is to be determined by the commission. 
The funds set aside for the purpose and all earnings may be invested, or 
used in new construction. John A. Lapp. 

The Recall. The municipal charter adopted by Colorado Springs on 
May 11, 1909, provides for the recall of elective officials. The petition for 
a recall election must be signed by a number of qualified electors equal to 
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at least 30 per cent of the vote cast for all candidates for mayor at the 
last preceding election. The petitions must be returned within thirty 
days from the issuance of the blank forms and if the number of signatures 
be found insufficient it may be amended or a new one made. If the 
petition is found sufficient the election is to be called in not less than 
thirty nor more than forty days from the date of the clerk's certificate 
that a sufficient petition has been filed. However if any other municipal 
election is to occur within sixty days, the council may postpone the 
removal election to the date of the ensuing election. 

The petition must contain a specific statement of the grounds upon 
which the removal is sought, and one of the signers of each paper must 
make oath before a competent officer that the statements contained 
therein are true and that each signature appended to the paper is 
genuine. 

No recall petition may be filed against any officer until he has held his 
office at least six months. Any officer sought to be removed may be a 
candidate to succeed himself, and unless he requests otherwise in writing, 
the clerk is required to place his name on the official ballot without nomi- 
nation. M. A. S. 

Revisor of the Statutes. The Wisconsin legislature has enacted a 
law creating the office of revisor (Laws 1909, c. 546). The appointing 
power and supervision of the work is vested in the trustees of the state 
library. 

It is the duty of such revisor: (1) to maintain a loose leaf system of 
the statutes, separating those statutes in force from those repealed or 
superseded; (2) to maintain a loose leaf ledger of court decisions refer- 
ring to the statutes; (3) to present to the committees on revision of each 
house of the legislature, at the beginning of each session, bills providing 
for such consolidation and revisions as may be completed from time to 
time; (4) to keep an alphabetical, subject card-index to the statutes; 
(5) to formulate and prepare a definite plan for the order, classification, 
arrangement and printing of the statutes and session laws; and (6) to 
supervise and attend to the preparation, printing and binding of such 
compilations of particular portions of the statutes as may be ordered by 
the head of any department of the state. 

Under the present rules of the Wisconsin legislature, which require 
the giving of section numbers to all general laws, an automatic system of 
revision is provided. With an expert, experienced revisor correcting 
errors which have become apparent in the practical working of the laws, 



